For Limediate Use July 10, 1938
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DUREAU CF &IR COMMERCE
Washington

STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE CONCERFWING AN ATRCRAFT ACCIDENT
WHICH OCCURRED TO A COMMERCIALLY OWNED ATRPLANE UEAR ATIANTA,
GEORGIA, ON APRIL 24, 1936

To the Secrotary of Commerce:

On April 24, 1936, at approximabtcly 5:15 pem., near Candler Field,
Atlanta, Georgia, an airplane, while being flowm in acrobatic maneuvers,
crashed with resulbant deeth to the pilot and the complete destruction of
the alreraft.

The airplane, a Fleet iodecl 2, bore Federal license No. NC-G435M,
and was owned by Air Service, Inc., Candler Field, Atlanta, Georgia. The
pilot, Bugeme 0. Batson, held a Fedoral student pilot's licensc.

ficcording to statcments of witnesses, the student pilot madc this
flight for the purpesc of practicing spin maneuvers. He made a conserve-
tive take-off and climbed to an altitude of about 3,000 feet. He then
made & number of spins, recovering from them in a normal manner. However,
it was noticed that he pulled the nose of the airplane higher st the start
of each successive spin and that after the first two or threce spins he
neglected to gain back the altitude he had lost before starting another. On
the fourth or fifth spin he was sccon to pull the nosc of the aireraft
straight up into a vertical position and allow it to stall. The airplane
then fell into an inverted spin from which the pilot did not regain control.
The pilot jumped at sn altitude of about 200 feet, but was so near the groumd
that his parachute did not have sufficient time to open completely.

Examination of the wrockage failed to disclose any evidenece of struc-
tural failure of the aireraft. The parachute being partially copened at the
time of impact is evidence that it was functioning normally and that it would
have opened completely hed it becn used from & greater altituds.

It is the opinion of the Bureau of Air Commerce that the probable cause
of this accident was loss of control of the aircraft while performing acro-
batic maneuvers, due to the inexperience of the pilot.

Respeetfully submitted,

Eugene L. Vidal
Director of Air Commerce
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